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The Season of Giving

By Tony Tucker, President & CEO

As the holiday season approaches and the air
turns crisp, we're reminded that this truly is the
season of giving. It’s a time for gratitude, generosity
and looking out for one another—and at Mitchell
EMC, that’s something we take to heart
year-round.

You've probably heard us talk about
our concern for community. It's not just a
nice phrase—it’s one of the core principles
that makes electric cooperatives like ours
different from other utilities. We're not
just here to keep the lights on (though of
course, we're always working hard to do
that). We're here to make life better for
the people we serve—our members, our
neighbors and our friends.

Over the years, we've faced challenges
together, and every time, our co-op
family has stepped up. We've come
together to support those in need, to
keep our community strong and to build
something better for the future. That spirit
of generosity is never more evident than
during the holiday season.

We're proud to support local students through
the Youth Tour program, where we send some
of our community’s brightest young people to
Washington, D.C., to see democracy in action and
dream big about their futures. That's giving in the
most meaningful way—by investing in tomorrow’s
leaders.

And because we care deeply about safety, we
also spend time visiting schools throughout the
communities we serve, holding demonstrations and
teaching folks of all ages how to stay safe around
electricity. We believe knowledge is a gift too—and
we love sharing it.

You'll also find our team out in the community

beyond work—coaching youth sports, volunteering
at local events, serving on non-profit boards, and
partnering with our Chamber of Commerce to keep
our local economy strong. Because when you're
part of a co-op, giving back isn't a requirement—it’s
just what you do.

While the holiday season is a festive time, we
understand these can be tough times for many. If
you need advice on saving energy to reduce your
energy bills, want to explore payment plan options,
or you simply have questions—please don't hesitate
to reach out. We're here to help, not just during the
holiday season, but all year long.

At Mitchell EMC, we believe concern for
community is more than a value—it’s the heart
of who we are. And during this season of giving,
we're especially grateful to be part of such a caring,
generous community.

From all of us at Mitchell EMC, we wish you and
your loved ones a joyful, safe and bright holiday
season.
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Home Lighting 101

By Abby Berry

Lighting is something most of us don’t think much about—until it's wrong. Maybe the living room feels too
dim for reading, or the kitchen lights cast an odd yellow glow. We often grab whatever bulb or fixture looks
good without considering how it will actually perform in the space. But with a little planning, you can make
your home brighter, cozier and more energy efficient.

Watts vs. Lumens

When you're shopping for lightbulbs, it’s easy to focus on watts, but watts only measure how much energy
a bulb uses. When it comes to brightness, what really matters is the lumen count. Lumens measure the actual
light output. For example, an 800-lumen bulb gives off about the same amount of light as an old-fashioned 60-
watt incandescent bulb. (You've likely replaced all incandescent bulbs with long-lasting, energy efficient LEDs,
but if not--it’s time to make the switch!)

A helpful rule of thumb: higher lumens mean brighter light, while lower watts mean less energy consumed.
Remember to check wattage ratings for fixtures and only install bulbs that meet the fixture’s wattage safety
requirements.

Color Temperature and Consistency

Light bulbs also vary in color temperature, which ranges from warm yellow to cool white or even bluish
tones. This detail often gets overlooked—until you replace one bulb and notice the new light doesn't quite
match the others. If mismatched tones drive you crazy, consider buying and installing bulbs of the same brand
and wattage in a room at the same time. That way, the look stays consistent, and you won't be stuck hunting for
a perfect match later.

Dimmers and Switches
Installing dimmers instead of standard on/off switches can be a game changer. Dimmers give you more

control over brightness, help save energy and create a more comfortable atmosphere. Not all bulbs are

dimmable, so double check labels before buying.
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Meets Convenience
Smart lighting adds another layer



of control for illuminating your home. But the real magic is convenience. With smart bulbs, you can adjust
brightness, set schedules or even change colors—all from your phone or a voice assistant like Alexa or Google
Assistant. Want the lights to dim automatically for movie night? Or to turn on before you get home? Smart
bulbs make it easy.

Smart lighting also lets you personalize your space. You can go classic with warm white tones or experiment
with colors to set the mood—anything from a soft glow for winding down to vibrant hues for a party.
Remember, smart bulbs still rely on power from your wall switch, which needs to stay in the “on” position for
remote controls to work. If you prefer using a physical switch, consider pairing smart bulbs with a smart light
switch. Many of today’s smart switches also come with motion detectors, adding another level of efficiency and
convenience.

Good lighting doesn’t just make your home look better—it makes it feel better too. With a little planning,
you can create spaces that are welcoming, functional and energy efficient. Whether you stick to traditional
bulbs and fixtures or explore the flexibility of smart lighting, thoughtful choices today will brighten your home
for years to come.

Abby Berry writes on consumer and cooperative affairs for the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association, the national
trade association representing nearly 900 local electric cooperatives. From growing suburbs to remote farming communities,
electric co-ops serve as engines of economic development for 42 million Americans across 56% of the nation’s landscape.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY

[P OF THE MONTH

With the holiday season approaching and more time spent in the kitchen,

consider ways to save energy in the heart of your home. When possible cook

meals with smaller, energy efficient appliances, such as toaster ovens,

slow cookers and air fryers. When using the range, match the size of the pan v
to the heating element. Keep range-top burners and reflectors clean so

they reflect heat more efficiently. After your holiday meals are complete,

load the dishwasher fully before starting the wash cycle.

Source: energy.gov

Our offices will be closed
November 27" & 28" in

observance of the o ) , 4

Than kSglVlI’lg holi day. Lo o v family to qowrd,
We are incredibly grateful
for your membership as our

team spends this special time

with loved ones.

From your friends
at
Mitchell EMC

Happy Thanksgiving!




Equipment Auction FE—=—== — Bl -
2003 |FORD F150 _|PICKUP F150 4X4 171,362 [2FTRF18W93CA95630
Mitchell EMC has the following vehicles/
; SN . : 2007 |DODGE 1500 [PICKUP 1500 REG. CAB 191,566 |1D7HU16P07J636834
equipment for sale ‘as is’ to the highest bidder.
If you wish to bid, please pick up a form |28 [Foro F150 _ |PICKUP F150 4X4 SUPERCAB 210,196 |1FTRX 14W78FAB2907
from any of the district offices or download |51, |ouc 1500 PICKUP SIERRA K1500 222,103 |1GTR2TE70CZ308861
one from the website. You can view the 2014 |GMC 1500 [PICKUP GMC SIERRA 151,442 |1GTV2TECSE2302777
items at our Camilla Office Monday - Friday, '
8am until 5pm. For more information, 2016 [DoDGE 1500 PICKUP 1500 4X4 CREW CAB 4X4 108,098 |[1C6RR7FT2GS106320
contact Keith Gilliard, Shop Mechanic, at |6 |ooce 5500 |SERVICE BUCKET 205681 |CCTWRNAL4GG334160
(229)336-5221 or (800) 479-6034. Please
. 1 2016 _[DODGE 5500 |SERVICE BUCKET 218,393 |3CTWRNALBGG334159
submit your bid in a sealed envelope no later
than 5pm, Friday, November 7th, 2025, to 2009 |INTERNATIONAL |4300 _|BUCKET TRUCK 4300 SERIES ALTEC 117,213 [1HTMMAAN19HE78411
the Qamllla Office locatlon,.PO Box 409, |ros |nrernamionar |ssoo [sucker TRuck s400 58 ax2 111,237 |1HTMKAANGGH101373
Camilla, GA 31730. The winners will be
contacted by Friday, November 14th. Pickup e
and payment of vehicles/equipment no later |2008 [Foro EXPEDITION XLT 238,002 [ 1FMFU15598LA07883
than Friday, November 21st. 2012 |FORD EXPEDITION XLT 180,628 |1FMJU1K57CEF24207

FALL SAFETY
CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Fall is in full swing, and that means the leaves are changing, the weather is
crisp and the holiday season is just around the corner! But the fall season
also brings a higher risk of home fires and electrical safety hazards. Read
the safety tips below and use the clues to complete the crossword puzzle.

ENERGY SCAMS A

Scammers will try any-
thing to pressure
customers into providing
their personal infor-

Check your work:in the answer key.

. e

mation‘ |f you are ever 1Across: An should always be in the kitchen when something is cooking.
asked tO pay your Ut|||ty 2 Across: Keep any items that can burn away from the stove, and other cooking appliances.
bl” through a third—party 3 Down: Candles and should only be used by adults.
. h 4 Down: Make sure all are blown out before leaving a room.
transaCtlon app’ suchas 5 Down: Smoke should be tested every month to ensure they are working properly.
Cash App or Venmo, 5 Down
it's a scam. Rememboer, 1Across
3 Down
utilities will never
4 Down

request a payment
through a third-party
app. Always use author-

ized payment methods
when paying your
utility bills.

Source: Utilities
United Against
Scams

SULIBIE :UMOQ § {SBPUED UMOQ b SBUDIEW JUMOQ § HIBISEO) 1SS0V Z INPE ISS0IDY | A8) Jomsuy

Note: If you move or no longer have electric service with Mitchell EMC, it is important that members keep their
address current, so that future disbursements can be properly mailed. Capital credits are reserved for members even
if they move out of the Mitchell EMC service area. Mitchell EMC will make a diligent effort to send a check by mail.

Statement of Equal Employment Opportunity

All applications for employment shall be considered and hired on the basis of merit, without regard to race, color, religion, sex (including pregnancy), age,
national origin, disability, genetic information, or past or present military status. The employment practices shall ensure equal treatment of all employees,
without discrimination as to promotion, discharge, rates of pay, fringe benefits, job training, classification, referral, and other aspects of employment, on the
basis of race, color, religion, sex (including pregnancy), national origin, disability, age, genetic information, or past or present military status. ~ M/E/V/DV/D
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Picture Credit: homemadehooplah.com

Microwave Peanut Brittle

Ingredients

1 cup sugar

1/2 cup light corn syrup
1 cup raw peanuts

1/8 teaspoon salt

1 tablespoon butter

1 teaspoon vanilla

1 teaspoon baking soda

Directions

Combine first four ingredients in 2-quart
microwave mixing bowl. Microwave

on high for 8 minutes, stirring after 4
minutes. Add butter and microwave on
high for 2 minutes. Brittle should not get
too brown. Stir in vanilla and baking soda
until light and foamy. Spread on buttered
baking sheet thinly as possible. Cool and
break into pieces and enjoy!

Submitted by
Rita Curles, Mitchell County

Shaze £ in!

Send us your favorite quick and easy dinner
recipes. If your recipe is chosen for print,

you can win

a $25 credit

on your next Mitchell EMC bill.

Send recipes to: Heather Greene,
P.O. Box 409, Camilla, GA 31730 or email to
heather.greene@mitchellemc.com.



